
 Thursday 8th September 2022 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I wrote to you before we broke up for the summer holidays to let you know about what would be happening next 
regarding absences from school. Please take time to read this letter to remind you of the information so that you are 
clear. 
 
From the start of September, we are fining absences from school for term time holidays and periods of absence that 
are unauthorised. This is following Government updates around improving attendance following the disrupted 
attendance due to COVID.  
 
In recent academic years we have seen a huge number of holidays being taken during term time. Absence takes it’s 
toll upon all aspects of your child’s development, even if you believe that one or two days won’t matter, they really 
do!  
 
The Education Act 1996 states that parents and carers must ensure that all children of compulsory school age (5 to 16 
years) receive a full-time education that is suitable for their age, ability and aptitude and special educational needs. 
Children must be educated from the commencement (start) of the school term following their 5th birthday, until the 
last Friday in June of the school year in which they reach their 16th birthday. 
It means that your child should not have sessions of unauthorised absence during term times therefore your child 
should attend school regularly unless he or she is ill or the school has authorised their absence. 
 
With this guidance in mind, we must be told of your child’s absence by 9.00am on the morning of any absence. If we 
are not alerted, it will become an unauthorised absence and will trigger a home visit or input from Education Welfare. 
Ring the school office on 01332 571153 to tell us about the absence. Please do not post a message on Class Dojo as 
it may not be read by 9.00am. 
 
Where we have notification of an absence but have concerns about the reason for the absence, we will raise it with 
you.  
Examples of concerns for absence: 

• A day off for an appointment 

• A day off for head lice treatment 

• A day off for a birthday 
 

If you are considering booking a term time holiday, you must write me a letter to outline the dates you are considering 
booking the holiday and why you are going. No term time holidays will be authorised however, we do need to be 
aware of the absence.  
 
New guidance requires schools to activate a penalty notice for the Local Authority after a term time holiday or period 
of unauthorised absence. Following two term time holidays or periods of unauthorised absence, Local Authorities 
will prosecute you. Please be aware, school does not receive any money from fines.  We have a duty to follow the 
Government’s guidelines so please work in partnership with us so that fines or prosecutions are not taken. 
 
Best Wishes, 
K.Whiting 
 
Principal 
 
 
 



  
  



 


